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Blueberries

• Excellent late spring/early summer season 

crop for fresh market sales

• Wholesale potential with right economy of 

scale

• Native plant that is less prone to diseases 

and pest than many of the other small fruit



Key Factors for Successful 

Blueberry Establishment

1. Well drained site

2. pH modification to 4.5

3. Soil amended for high organic matter



Key Factors for Successful 

Blueberry Maintenance

1. Maintain pH near 4.5

2. Mulch beds 

3. Irrigation management

4. Bird Control



Lowering Soil pH

• Elemental Sulfur is  most often used to lower soil pH to 

4.5-4.8 range

• Apply 6-12 months in advance of planting

• Incorporate in top 6-8 inches of soil





Spacing: 5’ x 12’

Dependent upon 

equipment size and 

variety





Peat moss is added to the planting 

hole at a rate of 50/50 rate of soil/P 

moss.





Plant Recommendations

• The larger the plant the better. 

• 2 or 3 year old plants are preferred

• 18-24 inch tall plants

• 850-1100 plants per acre, depending on 

spacing 





Little Berry - Blueberry  
 

Planting Instructions & Densities 

 

 Plant All Roots Shallow – Within The 

Top 6” Plow Layer 

 

 Amend pH To 4.5-5.0 Range 

 

 Space 5’ By 10’ 

 



Selecting Varieties

• 3 main blueberry types:

– Northern Highbush: 

• Most widely grown type in Mid-Atlantic area. 

– Southern Highbush:

• Southern Highbush was developed for southern 

areas where Northern Highbush could not receive 

adequate chilling hours (550 chilling units). Croos 

of Northern Highbush with Darwin southern 

parentage.

– Rabbit Eye

• Southern line with low chilling hour requirement. 

Vigorous growth habit and high yielding. 



Little Berry - Blueberry 
 

Recommended Varieties For Reduced Sprays 
 

 Bluecrop, Blueray, Duke, Jersey, Patriot, 

Elliot, Spartan, – Northern Highbush 

 O’Neil, Legacy – Southern Highbush 

 Premiere, Brightwell, Climax, Tiftblue – 

Rabbiteye Varieties 
 

Recommended Rootstocks 

 

 Propagated Cuttings – Certified Virus Free 

 

Ripening Dates 

 

 June 25 – August 5 

 

Training Systems 

 

 Spreading High Bush 

 

Pruning 

 

 No Pruning For 3 Years Except Of Dead 

Wood 

 Prune Out 6 Year Wood Annually 

 



Selecting Varieties
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Oneal      
Sharpblue      

Jubilee      
Ozarkblue      

Duke      
Bluecrop      
Darrow      
Jersey      
Elliott      

Aurora      
Premiere      

Brightwell      
Tiftblue      

Powder Blue      
Ochlockonee      

Onslow      
Maru      

Average Harvest Dates for 

Lower Southern Maryland
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Delmarva Blueberry Variety Trial; Emmalea Ernest, University of Delaware. Full report available online at:

https://agresearch.umd.edu/sites/agresearch.umd.../EErnestMarylandFruit2016.pdf

https://agresearch.umd.edu/sites/agresearch.umd.../EErnestMarylandFruit2016.pdf










2-3 inch layer of composted 

sawdust, acidified mulch, or 

other organic material should  

be applied over the beds.
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4 year old Rabbiteye in variety trial at Upper Marlboro, CMREC

June 2008



June 2008



Twilight August, 2008





10 year old Rabbiteye in variety trial at Blackstone, VA  REC, VA TECH 







Pruning Blueberries



Pruning Basics

Dr. Gary Pavlis; Rutgers Extension

1.) Assess the plants overall vigor, is cane 

production adequate? 

2.) Prune out all dead wood. 

3.) Locate the oldest canes and prune out one of 

every six canes thus if the plant has twelve 

canes, remove two of the oldest. 

4.) Prune out all low branches which will never be 

picked and are a source for disease. 

5.) Detail prune, i.e. remove 





Pollination:

Most blueberry varieties are self-fertile. 

Cross-pollination will enhance fruit size 

and yield, and is recommended 2 

varieties with similar bloom periods are 

planted within close proximity to each 

other.





Bird Fiasco













For More information:

• Rutgers University- www.rce.rutger.edu

• U of Maryland-

www.westernmaryland.umd.edu  

http://www.rce.rutger.edu/


https://blogs.cornell.edu/berrynurseries/nurseries/

https://blogs.cornell.edu/berrynurseries/nurseries/






Questions?

Ben Beale

Extension Educator

St. Mary's County, MD

301-475-4484

bbeale@umd.edu


